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Website:  
oakwoodhistory.org

E-mail:  
info@

oakwoodhistory.org

Dear Members and Friends of  
The Oakwood Historical Society,

developments and plans we have in store for our organization. Our dedicated team has been 
working diligently on continuing and enhancing our activities to foster a deeper connection 
with our community's rich history.
Firstly, I am pleased to announce that we are actively recruiting new members and 
volunteers. Your involvement is crucial as we plan our events for the remainder of the 
year. From historical tours, educational workshops, and event planning, there are numerous opportunities to 
contribute and immerse yourself in the vibrant tapestry of our shared heritage.
In addition to the events, we are embarking on an ambitious project to update our beloved house museum. Our 

We are also excited to introduce the opportunity to host rotating exhibits, which will allow us to showcase a 

fresh perspectives on our history.
Preserving our community's rich heritage is at the heart of everything we do. By fostering equitability, curiosity, 
and active involvement, we aim to cultivate a deeper appreciation and understanding of our past. Your 
participation and support are vital to achieving these goals.

history remains a source of pride and inspiration for generations to come.

Warm Regards,

J�emiah Jenkins
President, The Oakwood Historical Society
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COOKIES . CIDER .  CRAFTS
LIVE MUSIC . HOMESTEAD TOURS

SUNDAY,  DEC 7SUNDAY,  DEC 7 2-5 PM2-5 PM

$5-10 OPTIONAL DONATION APPRECIATED

Join the Christmas festivities at the Historical Society!
All are welcome.

            Please RSVP at OakwoodHistory.org                                      
or by calling (937) 299-3793       

Parking is limited. Please park off site, walk, or bike-in. 
Accessible parking/drop-off will be available.

HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE

HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE

at the Oakwood Historical Society

1947 Far Hills Ave | Oakwood OH  45419
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OAKWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2025 Officers and 
Board of Trustees

OFFICERS

Jeremiah Jenkins, President
(Open)   Vice President
Debra Schenk, Treasurer
Karen Bartley, Secretary

Linda Pearson, Business Manager

BOARD

Jill Brooks, 
HHT Coordinator
Tonya Dickie,
Homestead Interior Coordinator

Ann Febus,
Membership Coordinator

Linda Pearson,
Education Coordinator

Sotheavy Jenkins,
Social Media Coordinator 

OHS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Carol Holm, Outreach, Displays
and Newsletter Coordinator

Kent Miller, 
Graphic Designer

Jonathan Pearson,
Website Administrator

Donna Rosenbaum,
Far Hills Speaker Series

HISTORICAL RESEARCH / 
ARCHIVES  

Debra Edwards	
David Schmidt

BOARD MEETINGS 

Fourth Monday of each Month
7 PM
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Dear Members And Friends 
Of The Oakwood 
Historical Society,
I have been energized by leading the 
Historical Society for two years.

Preserving our community’s rich 
history is at the heart of everything we do.

Your unique talents and interests are invaluable in 
moving our mission forward. Please consider lending 
your support as we foster deeper connections to our 
community’s rich history.

With warm regards,

Jeremiah Jenkins
The Oakwood Historical Society

ANNUAL MEETING
Our annual meeting was held on November 17 at the 
Homestead. Our living room and dining room were 
filled with loyal and engaged members. The activities 
of the year were reviewed with a supporting slideshow. 
Elections were held and our slate of 2026 officers and 
board are:

	 President	 Ann Febus

	 Vice President	 Andy Lloyd

	 Secretary	 Karen Bartley

	 Treasurer	 Tonya Dickie

	 Business Manager 	 Linda Pearson

	 HHT Coordinator 	 Jill Brooks

Members and officers enjoyed a delightful reception, 
featuring a spread of cookies, cheeses, fruit, and mini 
cream puffs, along with wine.

Best wishes to our officers and ALL of YOU for a 
prosperous 2026 year.
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REHABILITATING 100 PLUS YEAR-OLD WINDOWS!

This past summer and fall some of the most 
distressed windows at the house museum, 
which we are calling Triage Windows, have 
been rehabilitated. They needed repairs 
due to weathering over the years. In some 
cases, the glass was loose and had lost 
some of the glazing. Several windows had 
cracked glass panes. In other cases, some 
of the wood was beginning to rot. Most of 
the windows were on the oldest side of the 
house, at least 160 years old. A few were 
from the 1920’s addition -- youngsters at 
only 100 years old!

In the upstairs back bedroom which we think 
was an addition around 1900, two long time 
TOHS members, Judy and Tom Thompson, 
donated money to pay for the restoration 
of the two windows. They are hoping their 
actions will encourage others to donate for 
additional window restoration. Those two 
windows would be about 120 years old, and 
have different hardware for opening and 
closing them. We learn fascinating things 
about construction over the centuries!

For each window, the sashes were removed 
and taken to a workshop for needed repairs. 
In one case some of the wood had to be 
replaced, using wood from another old 
window. One needed to use old wood to 
pair with the existing old wood sections. 
(Our contractor actually saves old, salvaged 
windows for this very purpose!)

After removing the glass at the shop, the 
window frames were sanded, primed, and 
repainted. Despite the cracks, the restorer 
realized the glass was unique and worth 
saving. So rather than replace the cracked 
panes, they were mended with lead the 
same way that a stained glass window would 
be. When you visit, ask to see the leaded 
repairs.

In addition to the actual sashes, restoration 
was needed on some of the small wood trim 
pieces that surround the sashes and help 
hold them in place. For this, specially cut 
new lumber pieces were used. (Architectural 
Reclamation personnel are amazing.)

We are now evaluating where the greatest 
need is, to determine which ones are our 
next priority. We have been fortunate to find 
skilled crafts people to do this work. Few 
craftsmen know this skill, as most people now 
have a contractor pop out the old windows 
and insert new already assembled units. By 
doing the restoration procedures we are able 
to maintain our existing windows. According 
to people who know about old windows, 
the wood and techniques used years ago 
can with care and rehabilitation outlast 
some of the modern windows on the market 
today. See how long ours have lasted! But 
restoration has to be budgeted for.
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WINDOW RESTORATION SPONSORSHIP
In memory of Isabella Jamieson, who resided in this bedroom, c1927–1931.

Isabella was the sister of Tom Thompson’s great grandmother,

Elizabeth Jamieson Thompson.

Sponsored by Tom and Judy Thompson.
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ROTARY AWARDS GRANT
The House Museum consists of the main 
home, spring house, garage, carriage house, 
and the summer kitchen (one of the first struc-
tures possibly dating to the late 1850s).

Our summer kitchen has an open-hearth fire-
place and a cast-iron cook-stove. This open-
hearth fireplace, one of the largest still existing 
in this area, is in need of repairs. The Rotary 
Club of Oakwood, committed to supporting 
sustainable and legacy projects, awarded a 
grant to The Oakwood Historical Society for 
$3,300 to be used toward the restoration of 
the fireplace lintel and additional repairs.

The Society has 
installed its sixth 
historical marker 
at Hawthorn Hill, 
longtime home 
of the world’s 
first pilot, Orville 
Wright. Funding 
for this marker was 
generously provided 

by The Rotary Club of Oakwood, with additional 
funding for the masonry work by the National Park 
Service. The Society partnered with Dayton History 
to bring this latest historical marker to completion.

Rotary has worked with us to 
install a butterfly garden and wren 
birdhouses — which shows their 
interest in sustainability.
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YOUTH AT THE HOMESTEAD
This Fall, we welcomed a Scout Eagle project that focused on the 1920’s kitchen.

Anna Guy from Oakwood Troop 5320 led a research of old print magazines to learn what foods 
and cooking were being promoted. Ultimately magazine pages and ads were framed and put 
up on the kitchen walls to enhance the educational experience of visitors to the Homestead. 
This interprets the time frame of a 1920’s kitchen.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

THE OAKWOOD
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1947 Far Hills Avenue
Dayton, OH 45419

The Oakwood Historical Society Membership Form

The information that you submit will be used only by the Oakwood Historical Society and will not be given or sold to outside parties.

Membership Categories (Please check one)
❑ Individual  .............................................................$25.00
❑ Family ....................................................................$35.00
❑ Business  ................................................................$50.00
❑ Bronze  ...................................................................$75.00
❑ Silver  ...................................................................$100.00
❑ Gold  ....................................................................$200.00

Receive a $5 Discount (Check if applicable)

❑ Student          ❑ Senior           ❑ Active Military
Please make Checks Payable to:  
The Oakwood Historical Society 
Mail Checks to: 1947 Far Hills Ave., Dayton, OH 45419 

To Pay via Credit Card: Visit www.OakwoodHistory.
org and click "Get Involved", and then "Join"   

Date
First Name
Last Name
Spouse/Partner
Business/Organization (if applicable)
Address
City  State  Zip
Phone Number   E-mail Address
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THE OAKWOOD
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1947 Far Hills Avenue
Dayton, OH 45419

THE OAKWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

Membership Categories (check one) $5 Discount (check if applicable)
Individual

Family

Business

Bronze

Silver

Gold

Student Active MilitarySenior..................  $25

......................  $35

..................  $50

....................  $75

......................  $100

.......................  $200

Date ______________________ Name _______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner ______________________________________________________________________

Business/Organization  ________________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________

City ______________________

Email _________________________________________________

State ______________________ Zip Code _____________________

Please make checks payable to:
The Oakwood Historical Society
Mail checks to:
1947 Far Hills Ave Oakwood, OH 45419

Learn more at oakwoodhistory.org 
or scan the QR code
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THANKS TO   OUR NEWSLETTER SPONSORS!
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Logo Flush Right

Help Wanted!
This request is for our annual Fall Family 
photo event.
After 12 years, our amazing 
photographer has retired, so we are 
searching for someone to take her place 
(outdoor photo experience is a must).
Do you or someone you know have this experience and are willing to donate the time? The event is 
usually 3 weekend days during early October, but the number of days/dates are flexible.
If you can help, and for more details, please contact both Linda Pearson and Tonya Dickie at lpearson@
oakwoodhistory.org and tdickie@oakwoodhistory.org

Far Hills Speaker Series Begins its Fall Session
The dates for the Speaker Series for this fall are now available. These events are held in conjunction with 
the Wright Memorial Public Library (WMPL). The lectures are on Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. in the 
WPML Community Room.

Victory in the Pacific: Stories of Local Veterans and Their Role in WWII  
presented by local author Ken Serey 
Sunday, September 15 at 2:00 pm
As we lose World War II veterans at a strikingly rapid rate their stories become ever more precious. 
Ken will share the firsthand accounts as told to him from the Pacific Theater veterans- their stories of 
endurance, survival, courage, and sacrifice made in the name of our country and our freedom as they 
bravely served in the Pacific. Ken will share stories that might have gone undocumented but now are 
documented and can be shared for generations to come.

Oakwood Notables in Woodland Cemetery 
presented by David Schmidt 
Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 pm

Lucky Eddie: The Life, Times and Family of Dayton US Congressman Edward G. Breen 
presented by Edward Breen 
Sunday, November 17 at 2:00 pm
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